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Well, what | wanted to say was this uh

other thing is that (unintelligible)
counselor. Let's just let it dangle
tomorrow, | don't know and uh, if nothing is
gonna (unintelligible) for a week. |

t hought, or (unintelligible) I don't have
any ot her persons...

... around.

Yeah, | don't, | don't have anyone really to
suggest to you. W may have sonebody tucked
away in a...

Well, 1'mgonna have to get a counselor in

anot her departnent.

In a departnment that we could bring over.
Now this Herb guy for instance, in
transportation by the nanme of Bar, who's
wast ed t here.

Yeah.

Uh and there are two or three others |ike
that. And yet...

Coul d we get one of those?
Yes, sure we coul d.

What do you do with a Fielding, for exanple?
Fielding is uh, uh..

Fi el ding can work for the new man and
provide continuity. He's really not of the
sector, and uh, Fielding..

What we have to do (unintelligible)
believe (unintelligible)
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I'd like to have you neet hi manyway, and
uh. ..

Well, | don't...
Ckay, okay.
"1l keep himas a good | awyer.

Well, he's not only a good | awer, he's a
superb young (unintelligible).

| don't want to see the | awyer.
An,'-right'. | wll see him

When you have the tine, cone over and ask
himif he'll be counsel to the White House.

The understanding is that he should nove
into the counsel's role with no
responsibility direct or indirect in any way
or anything relating to the Watergate case
at all.

Wel |l then, who's gonna take that?
Dean oughta be pulled out of that, too.
That's right. Who's gonna handl e Wat er gat e?

| don't think anybody in the White House
counsel office

Well, the President's gotta have sonebody. ..
Sonebody to assert privilege.

...who is, one asserting privilege, two, who
is riding along as a repository of
i nformati on.

Yeah.

And who can handle things |i ke subpoenas
bei ng delivered over here.

(Unintel ligible)
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Well, I tell you I, uh, hesitate to
reconmend Bar k- .

Yeah, because he nmanaged. .

He's gotten so enotional about this whol e
t hing, uh, what we really need a cool,
col | ected guy.

Wll, et Mark do it.
| think he could.
Ri ght .

In other words, uh, it doesn't matter in
(unintelligible) case. W, we run--we,
uh--sort of a delicate thing--we could take
a (unintelligible) course around the
commttee, it's true. But...

My problem ny problemis having
(unintelligible).

My thought is, darn it ought to continue to
prepare the Ervin Conm ttee proceedings.

Ri ght .

And that should be his responsibility.

Ri ght .

Uh, and | think he'll do a good job of it
because he'll have uh, television in the PR
sense and so on.

Right. Okay. The other thing that occurs

to ne is that, uh, once these, this kind of
story gets billed (unintelligible) Jack
Anderson has a colum that everybody el se
(unintelligible) and so forth and so on. |
guess, | just dread, frankly, the
possibility of their feeding on itself to
the point (unintelligible) where
(unintelligible) reasonably all right with
you is in, in one colum. Anderson
(unintelligible). But in the end, you know,
it's a question of their view on the God
damed t hi ng.



APRIL 19, 1973 FROM 9:31 AM TO 10:12 A M

EHRLI CHVAN
PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN:

PRESI DENT:

HAL DEMAN:

PRESI DENT:

What . . .
And uh, I, 1 just, 1%not speaking just from
t he standpoint of, uh, | mean I, it just

irritates me when people |ike Garnent and
others cone in here and say, the hell with the
peopl e, the Presidency is bigger and so forth.
They can't, you can't separate the Presidency
from (unintelligible) the people, the | oyal
people and I will not do it, God damn it.
Remenber, |--often told you that Ei senhower
said (unintelligible) and basically you fol ks
didn't do a God.dam thing. It happens, uh,
at least (unintelligible) a small way
(unintelligible) didn't nmean to do anyt hing
bad. You know what | nean. Well now, the
thing I am concerned about, though, | ooking at
it coldly froma PR standpoint, from your
standpoint, | think we've got to figure that
I"ve just, let's just not let the day cone,

t hat uh, when uh, the Gand Jury as a result

uh, the Grand Jury sends us and now will give
us twelve hours notice, let's suppose we get
twel ve hours notice (unintelligible). Is

Magruder before the Grand Jury today?

We don't know, the Post says so. Well, we
apparently can't find out if they can't

(Unintelligible) before the Gand Jury was
because (unintelligible). Well, | can get
hol d of Petersen. | think the least |I could
do is to get himin and lay out this whole
busi ness.

I just wonder if that woul d be good before we
meet with our lawers. Yes. And if we have
no | awyers (unintelligible)

Yeah, maybe 1'Il try. (Unintelligible) I'm
gonna | evel about the national security stuff
what |'mgoing to say is you know t he Bureau.
Anyway, you know that Edgar had very, very
close ties with, with Marx people, you know
they didn't want to investigate.the Ellsberg
thing. Under the circunstances we had no
choi ce-but to go ahead
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and do it in the Wite. House. W did

our best, and finally Hoover did take over
the case by Mtchell's direct orders.

You will find in the file an, an adnonition
to Hoover fromhere and | don't know if it
was you personally, or me , or who, Krogh
maybe, that this was to be handled as a
princi pal case. He had laid back for nonths
and nont hs and nonths and refused to let his
agents get into it.

That's right, so we couldn't use the agents,
we couldn't use the (unintelligible).

Vell, he was, he was very tender about how
agents woul d be used in this case.

Because of the, because of the Marx (unin
.telligible).

And so certain rather routine investigatory
efforts were conducted from here.

That's right, because it involved national
security...

This one, this one was apparently in excess.
Yes.

But in the context of how t he Bureau
wor ks. . .

The Bur eau. ..
...they mght have done the sane dam t hing.

Yeah. (Unintelligible) the situation is
there. The thing is that we, | think we're
getting to the point where we
(unintelligible). 1 don't know what you
tal ked about at the breakfast and so forth
(unintelligible) but at | east we can think
about it.

Sure and uh, timng uh, is out of our hands
in a way, but uh, I, I would hope that we
can let these fellows have a run at this

t oday.
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Ch yes.

And uh. .

Yes,yes, oh | didn't nean, | didn't nmean to do
it today, this norning, |I'msinply saying that
I, that I,.don't want it to catch up with us
maybe., .l i ke tonorrow night or sonething

(unintelligible) just get the son-of-a-bitch
uh, uh, unplugged so that uh, you know, we,
you talk; in terns of persons and | said,

| et's seperate uh, the, the innocent people,
M tchell and, Magruder, well in a sense they've
been nailed, Mtchell and Magruder., in the
public mnd, and in a sense, too, they may
have Mtchell and Magruder and then they get
Hal deman and Ehrlichman and splash it pretty
hard. You could argue another way, fromthe
PR st andpoi nt, you could say Hal deman and
Ehrlichman by God stepped out in front and
said, "Well we're, we are not, we're not going
to allow the White House to be involved in
this, we're gonna fight this battle, we're
gonna fight it in uh, protection of sone
people, that is, uh, we totally disapproved of
this, we had no knowl edge of it--in other
words, |I'd slap that on them and | would say
(unintelligible) under the circunstances it.'s
essential to fight this battle, let nme tell
you that, ny last definition. W want to
handle the PR thing right. Al so, you' ve got
to fight, both of you, all the way with your

| awyers using every legal device there is to
avoid the prosecution. I, | think it can be
done, and I, as |, | think both of you can do
it. Uh, uh, they, they have one hell of a
case to prove. You know what | mean? So on
that score let's see where we stand. (Pause)
Well, shall | (unintelligible). D d you want
to say sonething, Bob?

Well, | was just gonna, | think it was
i nteresting, cause Henry called this norning,
uh (unintelligible) to make his point to
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me about uh, what his view was. He makes

basically the sane, sane point that, that,
uh, if we are on a path where we are going
to be nibbl ed

Yeah.

..or, or, in one stroke, or nibbling by

ni bbling, we ultimately are on a path of, of
destruction in other words where they get
to--just what you're saying.

Yeah.

...You' re getting to the point where you
have to go anyway, that we should nove ahead
of that on a positive basis and, and fi ght
it externally. But then he said, "Don't
take that step until you're totally
convinced that the other result is
inevitable. As long as there is still a
chance that you can still stay ahead of the
ot her, the Wiite House is gonna be badly
hurt.” | think this is true although maybe
"' m not being objective. | think the
President is going to be badly hurt by our
st eppi ng out.

| agree. Well, the President's been badly
hurt (unintelligible).

Vell, I"'mnot sure yet. You see, we're
overreacting to a | ot of that
(unintelligible). You | ook at what's here
now, we've been badly hurt by sone-.people
t hat have badly served you; what you've got
to decide is where the line is drawn, who's
badly served you and who didn't.

Yeah.

If | step out, ny position has got to be,
and |'ve got a very good public case, that,

that that you and I, and then I'll transfer
it to me, were badly served by a nunber of
people. I"mnot sure yet even who they al

are.
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PRESI DENT: That's right.

HAL DEMVAN: And as | said to Henry,,|l can't tell you,
Henry. ..

PRESI DENT: (Unintel l'igible) Magruder.

HAL DEVAN: | can't, | can't tel

PRESI DENT: (Unintelligible) you John?

EHRLI CHVAN: Yes, | think, that's, that's; the, the main,

the main, and Magruder really
(unintel ligible)

HAL DEMAN: (unintelligible) Mtchell and Dean.

EHRLI CHVAN: M tchell and Dean.

PRESI DENT: M tchell and Dean.

HAL DEMAN: It was the principals that you were
(unintelligible) served by.

PRESI DENT: (Unintelligible) onto it, yeah.

HAL DEMVAN: Magruder, what's Magruder--was doi ng what
peopl e pressued himinto doing.

PRESI DENT: VWll, | suppose, | suppose you know t hat uh- -

HAL DEMVAN: (Unintelligible) Attorney General.

PRESI DENT: W were all, we were all sitting thereand
there was the canpaign. W said, "Wuat the
hell else can we do.” | guess we all sort
of said, "wWell Christ, that's it."

HAL DEMAN: Yes, but the p9int is through all of that, I

did not know, and you did not know, and |
don't know today, and | don't believe you do
real ly, what happened in the \Watergate case.

PRESI DENT: No, | don't.

HAL DEMAN: | would not be willing to wite out a
scenario that said | knewthis is the case.
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| wouldn't, either.
Cause | don't know

(Unintelligible) well, the question | want
to (unintelligible).

And the report | gave you starts out saying,
“I"'mnot sure, but this is ny, this is ny
concl usi on based on three weeks of intensive
interrogation of fifteen people.”

(Unintelligible) back to the begi nning that

the position | was in, and | would feel |I'm
entitled to,
Yeah.

...to do anything as a result of an opinion.
| can't act responsibly unless | know
that. ..

(Unintel ligible)

| don't know where Colson is yet. | think
that remains to be seen.

Colson's trying to stay very close to you.
He's doing his best, and he's calling every
day, and he wants to cone over and see ne

t oday, and so on and so forth.

He wants to talk to ne at this point.

Right. But | nmean he's trying to be, is
he's trying (unintelligible).

Yeah, yeah.

Uh, interesting thing that you should
remenber that | forgot and dredged up in ny

records last night. Richard Kleindienst was
in Los Angel es when we get to San O enente.

This year?
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This last trip. And we had himconme down,
and he had a private neeting with you in San
Cl enente on about the 20, no, on about the
31st of March. W flew out the 30th, he
came down early in the norning on the 31st
before he went to New York

Met with us

Met with us for an hour or.so. | inforned
himthat you had ny letter and, it uh,
appointed ne to get into this.

Yeah, yeah.
And t hat Dean was out of it.
Ri ght .

We discussed a ot of the ram fications, he
then went and had a private conversation
with you. Renenber | sat outside in case
you needed ne. And, so, that ought to be
added into the mx in terns of the whole
sequence of events..

(Unintel ligible)

...S0 that you were on top of it on the 31st
of March.

Yeah.

And uh, that he was inforned of the Wite
House effort.

Back on the, the 31st of March, that's,
that's sonmething that | had neglected to put
on ny cal endar (20 second

unintelligible/ REMOVED). Let's face the
fact. | was trying to get the God dam
facts when these cases (unintelligible).

That's right.
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Check.

And | kept saying (unintelligible) Gand
Jury | don't know what the hell, they, I
mean |'ve got to know.

Um hum

And | said (unintelligible). | agree, Bob
that your (unintelligible) the question is
uh, the question ia we have to realize that
you' re being driven out of your corner.
(Unintelligible) Wiich doesn't hel p.

(Unintelligible) because if | |eave today |
was driven out by being absolutely (unin
telligible) it doesn't matter.

It depends on the circunstances and, and we
don't know yet what the circunstances wll
be. Un, uh, if I had to bet on Petersen's
scenario right now that Magruder will go on
over to court and hang us..

Yeah.

.1 would, I would take odds he won't.
Now, that may be born of a forlorn hope,
but . ..

Yeabh. But on the other hand..
...but uh, it's uh...

Dean (unintelligible) and his | awers are
probably junping up and down.

Sure they are.
(Unintel ligible)

Sure they are. But, but that may be trouble
again. W don't know what the circunstance
of Dean's return blast will be if there is
one.

11
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Uh, uh, or whether we're gonna be hurt by
it. I, I'd hate to be in the position of
payi ng on here...

(Unintelligible) the President said Hal deman
and Ehrlichman are willing to resign.

(Unintelligible) let me make a case in
point, maybe it's irrelevant but it is to
me. | think we nade a serious m stake in,
in forcing Chapin to resign on the
assunption that we had to get himout so
that he wouldn't be forced out later. W
j unped ahead of the facts, and we junped
wong. W lost a good man, in the process
we hurt a guy badly...

Yeah.

...in the process, and uh, served no useful
purpose as it now devel ops. Wether he was
here or there never nade the |east bit of

di fference now.

Yeah. No.
Uh, | just, naturally ny own interest is at
stake in, in, the next step but I, | think

fromthe Presidency's interest, you have a
guestion whether it is better served by our
getting out or staying in.

Look, you, you, ?..
(Unintel ligible)
...you...

(Unintel ligible)

...you have to be totally confortable with
our staying...

No, |'m confortable.

12
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O herwise it would never, it woul d never
wor k.

No, no. Frankly, I, you know when
(unintelligible) decide an exploring the PR
aspects

Sur e,
...I"mconfortable as hell.
Sure, well

O herwi se why the hell did you think | took
Garnent's, uh,.advice?

Well | understand, you know, | understand.
|'ve been uh (unintelligible).
But, | just want...

(Unintelligible) just for the record, I'm
confortable (unintelligible).

.1 just want to say again that uh..

What |'msaying is that both of you are dam
good on the PR side, and | just want you to
t hi nk of the PR side.

But

In terns of yourselves and in terns of us,
but also in ternms of, uh..

There is a, there is a, an intangible
i ngredi ent here.

Yeah.

Cal l ed quote, the President's confidence,
unquot e.

Ri ght.

Wi ch Zi egl er goes out and spins
occasionally when he says the President
backs Pat Gray on the HIl.

That's right.
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When you do that, you punp adrenalin into
Pat Gray's future up there just through the
fact that your having said that. There are
ot her ways that you do that.

Yeah.
And that's by not doing things.
Yeah.

And to the extent that that punps adrenalin
inwith ny viability or ny reputation or ny
ability to cope with the problem it's
obviously to ny interest.

Ri ght .

And so, that's sonething that | would hope
woul d be spent very sparingly. That in

ot her words we, we'd be very slowin just
uh, uhtossing that away.

Yeah.

Uh, that's why | say | think we ought to
wait and see what devel ops here.

Al right.

See what Petersen says to you this norning,
see what our |lawlawers can find out, and
then match themup. | suspect our |awers
wi |l hear one thing and you'll hear another.
That's mnmy prediction.

Uh yeah, yeah. I'msorry | have to see
(unintelligible) now So. WlIl" |I'm not
going to, uh (unintelligible) will you see
if you can get Henry Petersen to come over

now, please? And uh, okay, uh, I'mnot going
to call for you today, |I'mgonna try to
(unintelligible). Well, | nean uh, how many
times have we said, "Well, let's take a day

off fromthis thing, let's take a weekend."
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Yeah (unintelligible).

Then sonet hi ng happens. The uh, the speed
(unintelligible) ny problens is uh, (unin
telligible) if you consider (unintelligible)
the |l ast couple of weeks that he chooses for
the last tine. Anyway, the not urgent but
personal things, the uh, uh, the problem we
have is that | have to solve themthe (unin
telligible). I, I, I, I, honestly can tel
you that | spend ny resources in a very
del i berate way, and uh, and uh, you know, he
m ght soften. | hope (unintelligible) plays
(unintelligible) follow instructions
(unintelligible) horrible ness already so
and ah, the, the period since the election,
uh, the considered reorgani zation foll owed by
t he by*, followed by the agony of the
Congress, followed by this and so forth has

been extrenely hard on ne, and | hope, | think
I will see it through, I can sweat it out, in
the meantinme I will, I will (unintelligible)

m serabl e (unintelligible) problem
(unintelligible) stuff,

RESTRI CTED-“ D’

So uh, the probleml
have is uh, facing the, you know, we sit
around here yesterday and tal ked about the
econony and Henry will be in today to talk
about bonbi ng Sout h Vi et nam agai n, and an
i ssue that uh, (unintelligible) well, |
t hink, but the wear and effect of that is
enornous, .is enornous, and it may be
destructive, it may be, it may be fatal.

15
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| think you should be aware of that and, uh,
so | was not really kidding about any thing,
and uh, | don't-know what can happen. The
second point is that (unintelligible) |
don't want to be totally, |I'wonder if this
whol e thing, whether you | stayed or not is
not so destructive that our ability to
govern will be totally destroyed--that's
what we, that's, that's really Henry's
poi nt .

| think that depends on how you handl e
yourself in the next few nonths. Unh, if you
t ake occasions to separate yourself from
this, take occasions to condem the
wrongdoers in a way that not, not...

Not (unintelligible)

...faultily but uh, uh, (unintelligible,

wi th noise) uh, if you comuni cate uh, uh
uh, your sentinents uh, in sone way or

ot her, as backgrounders or otherw se, uh, |
t hink you can come through this rough water
uh, very nicely, uh, the uh, the it's
certainly uh, but you (unintelligible).

Absolutely. | don't, I don't think it's,
even renotely approaches being fatal.

think it's, it's one nore--matter
(unintelligible) you got to hang through and
rise above it as you, as you do it. And uh,
| understand your point, you can only do so
(unintelligible) you got so much in you

Wiy Mtchell has set up this thing, speak
out .

It wouldn't make any difference if he did.

Reston had an interesting article on
Mtchell yesterday where he said that, so
that (unintelligible).

(Unintelligible), Oh, what did it say?
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PRESI DENT:
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He said that they don't understand why
Mtchell doesn't cone forward to state
responsibilities. But uh, | think uh, if:,|
could, if I could say so, that if you wll
spend a week in Florida and not take calls
and just delegate to uh, Ash, Shultz, hell,
they can't weck, the country in a week.

Uh, Kissinger and Henry and really and, and
just get the hell out of here. And take the
lid off and don't read the papers and don't
read. ..

Don't worry, | don't read the paper.
Vll, | nmean just read, you know, you would
be inclined to, Bebe will say

(unintelligible) the Watergate did this and
t hat today.

Bebe doesn't do that.

Ckay, great guy. But if you could just
detach yourself for a week and then cone
back fromthe nountains, so to speak, with a
fresh perspective on this and sit in the sun
and listen to sone good nusic and see sone
shows and just take a week off, uh I, | just
think you'll conme back with an.entirely
different view of this.

That's the best advice you' ve gotten.

Thank you.
Vell. ..
You'll have to fix your (unintelligible) but

the way you're tal king now, the, the

Vi ewpoi nt you’'re taking, is the only problem
inthis that isn't in-, is insurnountable,
isn't surnountable, or is insurnountable.

You're in a |lot better frame of mnd right
now.

For a damn good reason
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Yeah, well |'msure that you (unintelligible)

No (unintelligible) for your frame of m nd
and, and it shows to us, and that's sonething
that's been concerning us. And you will show
it as time goes on.

We're al so students of your public
presentation, and your, you do-a damm good job
to a point. But nobody, you can only go in to
a certain point (unintelligible).

That's right.

...and these people out here watch you very
carefully, and they've been given no
opportunity to watch you for awhile and you
ought to go through this. You' ve pulled away
ot her tinmes when you, when you run into a
probl em and you're in one now.

( Si ghs)
The way you' ve dealt with themand dealt with
themwell is to get out of them and out of the

doing of themfor a tine and working over
yourself (unintelligible) in the process of
that you may--first place, we're assumng a
set of events that we don't know is gonna take
pl ace. We've got to be prepared for it
(unintelligible) but we don't have to, we
aren't sure of the course of themyet.

(Privileged material del eted)

Comng to this one, | suppose that the uh,
that the strongest argunent that can be made
fromthat uh, the other point of viewis uh,
you know what John calls "the let it all hang
out" theory, and uh, they say, "Wll, gee
whi z, the President nust be |ike Caesar's
wife.” There ain't gonna be anybody around
here to do this son-of-a-bitchin" thing
(unintelligible). it's hard to find anybody
that (unintelligible). They asked Rose about
getting noney for these people.

Vell, | think...

(Unintelligible) I nmean, it's really God dam
hard to find people that (unintelligible).
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Ri ght now you've got to consolidate your
gain. You gained the other day.

By goi ng out.
Yeah, right.

(Unintelligible) this man, and he's--the
press, even the Washington Post is witing
good editorials about it. Nowif you can
get out the chronol ogy of how you got into
this and r-, rooted it out.

Yeah. The only man that can get that out is
John Ehrlichman,

That's right.

And | think you' d better do it. \Watever,
what ever we do, the only man, the only
probl em we' ve got there is what we do with
regard to John Dean, and | think naybe John
Dean is gonna do it anyway.

That's smart, too.
Uh. ..
If he, if he, if he uh..

Now he may not, he may not do even--he
either will do it anyway or he won't do it
anyway. It's a powerful, there are power
ful forces that weigh against his doing it,
so it's a good possibility he won't.

The nost powerful force of what he's agai nst
doing it is if he doesn't get imunity and
has to | ook for an ammesty.
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And Petersen is the |ynch, man

That's, that's the nost powerful personal
factor.

Now, today is what, Thursday?
Yeah.

Do you want this in the news nagazi ne
speci al ?

Sur e.

Cause | can have it in two news nmagazi nes
then or I could have U S. News in.

No, | guess we won't do it.
Uh, what are, what are the uh
Uh, well...

| don't think you need any uh, you need a
(unintelligible) uh, you, you' re m xed up
now, you're on top now, let it, you, you
got, what, what equity you got, run out

I, | agree.
.as, as, as carefully as you can.
| agree with that.

You (unintelligible) a big chunk when | went
out to the press roomthe other day, and it
bought you a ot and you're still getting

t he payoff.

Hum  You know why it bought us that because
t hey saw us on the sword with the bl ood
runni ng out.

Well, not only that, it sells papers but uh,
as yet, | think you' re gonna do it.

(Unintel ligible)
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You are in a rotten franme of mnd on this,
uh you are (unintelligible).

So are you.

I, well, | have, no, as a matter of fact |I'm
not . Uh. ..

(Unintel ligible)
Well, that and...

No, not yet we're ready for, we're ready to
figure it out (unintelligible).

I, I"'mvery confident, |I'mvery confident,
that the right thing is going to turn out
and uh. ..

A few, couple days ago I, you were
(unintelligible) well, renmenber when you had
that call?

Yeah.

From Gay, you said, "Christ, he just sunk
me. "

Vel | .
RESTRI CTED-“ D’

(Unintelligible) nothing |Iike a good
Christian Science streak, and | sure did
have that. No, the fact is that I'm [|I'm
very confident that the right thing is gonna
unfold here, but that |, | am concerned
about your general nental approach to this,
frankly.

It (unintelligible) you
Yeah.
Real | y.
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And, and | think...
The point is..
.1 think...

| really think, you know a |ot of stuff that
the world doesn't know first of all, and
sone of it the world will never know, sone
of it the world will, you don't know what
and where. ..

(Unintel ligible)

But you're in control, you're in control of
alot.

O sonme (unintelligible)

Yes sir, | think you are. And you've got a
dam good record, and when that record cones
out, you will be seen to have been doubl ed
inthe first instance, and badly served, and
people will be very synpathetic. They want
to believe that. And secondly, you will be
seen to have noved ahead in the tradition of
t he young Richard N xon as soon as you have
(unintelligible) that something wasn't

right. And you made the right noves as it
turns out and are proxinately responsible
for the, for the uncovering of this thing.
And they will never..

Well, | agree (unintelligible) we have to
face it | think our, our talking to
everybody finally triggered it.

The question..

Who did it trigger? Magruder didn't trigger
(Unintelligible).

| suggest to you that it, that it can be
argued that it did because a junbled
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telegramall over this town was saying that
| was tal king to people.

Yeah, yeah.
And, uh, the jig was up, and that...
The President was gonna get to the bottom

You were determ ned to open
(unintelligible).

Yeah, but uh. ..

The ot her good by it would work into the PR
and this, and this will sound odd to you,
but I think there's something to it, this
Judge Siri ca.

No questi on.

| woul d nake hima good guy or else | would
say, "This is a man who didn't believe this
shit (unintelligible).™

(Unintel ligible)

And thank God (unintelligible) the court
system and the President (unintelligible).

Let nme make the case, let ne nake the case.
Well, as a matter of fact we can even neke a
poi nt out of the fact that were were trying
during this period, too, to work out a deal
wth, with the Senate.

Sure. Absolutely.
Yeah.

And Ervin will be the first to say that |

was fair and above board and open with him
and that, that uh, Howard Hunt wll say the
sanme thing, so that,uh, your record there is
i npeccable. Now uh,'it may be that what
we'll want to do is just put out ny verbatim
notes of the, of the whol e thing.
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| don't know.

But the point here is Dean com ng in and
saying, "On March 21st | told the resident
there was a cancer on the Presidency, and
that's what turned himon," then you' |l be
able to show as a matter of record that you
were on this thing weeks before that, and
that held been sent to uh..

Yeah, but we were constantly asking Dean |
|, we were the ones who were saying, | said,
"Jesus Christ, what about Mtchell and what
about uh Hal deman?” Well..

You were being had by Dean.

And uh, Dean said, "Well, this fell ow uh,
don't think this works, and this and that."

Un hum And started it up

(Unintelligible) I know was trying to framne
me, but let's face it, he, he'd say the
President was trying to frame this thing in
a way that (unintelligible).

Vell, you were, look, as | said..
(Unintelligible) how he heard that, but...

You had four or five neetings with this
fellow, all in a series of days. And you
were saying all kinds of things to him

You'd been with hima total of twelve hours.

And when you got done with that, you said to
yourself, “This is a date that doesn't ring
true. This guy is not the fellow that
should rely on."

| was thinking (unintelligible)
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Exactly.
Wel |, good day.
Thank you. You, too.

Have a ni ce day.

What tinme--o0'clock do you think we should go
t onor r ow?

One o' clock or four o' clock, four thirty

Whenever you've finished (unintelligible). |
t hi nk we ought to give the Capitol a shot,
corment, a little shot-of energy.

Al right.

"Il give "ema little pep talk.

Al right.

If 1 can.

There will be a place where you can say sone

t hi ngs about wanting to |let sone freedom go
t hrough the Senate.

Yeah. And | say we're gonna get it all out
but uh

When the final story just cones out, there
won't be anything that anyone will have to
apol ogi ze for.

There's not going to be anything that we've
uh, this has been sonething that |'ve been,
that's been troubling, |I couldn't do
anyt hi ng because. ..

You coul dn't say anything, but you could do
a lot of things.

...we were relying, we were relying on uh,
on reports that have been nmade that we

t hought were true, and those reports are not
true.
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Wul d you say that?

No, I'Il tell you what |'d say,

(Unintel ligible)

"1l tell you what 1'd say if | were you..
(Unintel ligible)

...1s, is, "Gentlenen, | can't talk about
this, obviously, with the proceedi ng goi ng
on, but | just want to assure you of one
thing. You will never have to apol ogi ze for
the conduct of this adm nistration in this
matter, in the admnistration. Now there
may be individuals that we all regret

Ri ght .

"...uh, having acted the way they did. But

| think when the history of this |ast

several nonths is witten, you will see that
we have been as faithful to our trust of the
Ameri can peopl e as any, any admnistration
could be."

Yeah, prosecute it ourselves.

That's right, and then | would just |eave it
at that.

Sur e.

And then let them can go out and say, "I
have the President's word.” Ckay?

Al right. See you later.
(Unintel ligible)
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PRESI DENT: (Unintelligible) see you, then you wl|
me (unintelligible).

EHRLI CHVAN: Oh, sure. You bet.

HAL DEMAN: (Unintel ligible)

cal |
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